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Put on your
Purple & Black.

Arts Council is a proud sponsor

of the National Black Theatre
Festival. We are fully committed to
the Festival’s mission of uplifting
professional Black Theatre in
Winston-Salem and Nationally.
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Blake Uision

ENTERTRINMENT

Natural Woman: An Aretha Story

Written and directed by Thandiwe DeShazor
Lorenzo Sanford, Music Director
Thomas Blake, Lateefa Mosley, and Thandiwe DeShazor,
Co-Executive Producers

About the Company
Thomas Blake founded Blake Vision Entertainment in 2001. He
started his career at the helm of many music videos for prominent
hip/hop artists at his studio, House of Music. In 2009 he joined
forces with Lateefa Mosely, a powerhouse director, writer and
actor from Philadelphia, and in 2017 began collaborating with
Thandi DeShazor of Thandi & Company with their production
of Shut Yo Mouth: A Little Richard Story. With over 35 years of
experience between them, they have gone on to write, direct, and
produce original musical tribute plays such as The Roots of Gospel,
Ain’t No Mountain: A Diana Story, At Last: An Etta Story, Never
Too Much: A Luther Story and many more to come.

Natural Woman: An Aretha Story asks the question: If you could
have a conversation with the younger version of yourself, what
would you say? Would you share joys or regrets? Would you
remember the great loves in your life? Would you reminisce about
the good times with your family? In this production you will hear
the story of two women: Young Ree and The Queen of Soul. It is

a tale about the journey from childhood to adolescence, from a
young woman to a Queen. The past and present intertwine as we
filter her passionate lyrics through her interactions with many
influences in her life, such as Sam Cooke, Mahalia Jackson, Mavis
Staples, Dennis Edwards and of course her father, the Reverend C.
L. Franklin.



WHO'S WHO

I’Tanya “Sugarlips” Shields (The Queen of
Soul) has shared the stage with B.B. King,
Wynton Marsalis, Stevie Wonder, Little
Richard, and a host of other veterans of the
music industry. As a member of Voice of
Atlanta (VOA) choir, she recorded with and
accompanied Sir Elton John on his Peachtree

Road World Tour to critical acclaim. You can purchase her latest
album FINALLY at www.sugarbonemusic.com

Natasha Brown (Young Ree) is an Atlanta
transplant born and raised in Arkansas. She
is a Billboard Top 5 chart songwriter who
has been singing and playing piano since
childhood.

Lorenzo Sanford (Music Director) has performed with many
celebrated artists, including Stevie Wonder, Abbey Lincoln, Peabo
Bryson, Melba Moore, Jennifer Holliday, and Lizz Wright. His
work in musical theater includes working with acclaimed director
Kenny Leon in Langston Hughes’ Tambourines to Glory; under
the direction of Kent Gash, in Five Guys Named Moe; in the

Tony Award winning Alliance Theatre production of Tick, Tick,
Boom!; and in the workshop production of Motown: The Musical,
the Broadway hit written and produced by Berry Gordy, Jr. He
currently resides in Atlanta where he also sings with a variety of
groups.



SPECIAL THANKS

The Arts Council of Atrium Wake Forest Baptist Health

Winston-Salem & Forsyth County ~ Truist Bank
Visit Winston-Salem Truliant Federal Credit Union
City of Winston-Salem Winston-Salem State University
The Millennium Fund Novant Health
The Marvtastic Society Food Lion
Forsyth County Duke Energy
Reynolds American Winston-Salem Transit Authority
Hanesbrands, Inc. ...And the many others who have

(Sponsor since 1989) contributed to make the 2022
Wells Fargo National Black Theatre Festival
Twin City Quarter possible.
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This project is supported in part This project is supported by the
by an award from the National North Carolina Arts Council, a division
Endowment for the Arts. of the Department of Resources.
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NBTF logo design by
LaVon Van Williams
The North Carolina Black Repertory
Company is supported by the Arts
Council of Winston-Salem and
Forsyth County.
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WHO'S WHO

Arthur D. Turner (Keyboards), a native of Pittsburgh but
residing in Atlanta for nearly 30 years, earned music degrees from
Carnegie Mellon University and the New England Conservatory.
He’s accompanied performers at the Atlanta Jazz Festival, Music
Midtown, Sweet Auburn Festival and Star Spangled Night at
Lenox Mall, as well as appearing in numerous metro Atlanta
entertainment venues, and theater and church groups. Currently,
he’s the accompanist and vocal coach for the Magnet Choral

and Musical Theater programs at Tri-Cities High School, Fulton
County, Georgia.

Carla “Carletta” Allen (Background vocalist) is a singer and
songwriter who has worked as lead vocalist and background
vocalist. A multi-talent artist, she is also a dancer and a
videographer.

Andre “DreDay” Barkley (Background vocalist) is a singer,
composer, and musical arranger. He’s been singing since he was
six years old. He’s always had a love for the arts and he’s really
passionate about what he does.

Ray Mc Murtry (Bass)

Cynthia Price Spears (Mary) earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts in
Theatre from Emerson College. She has performed in numerous
theatre productions over the years, including 227 with the
Marla Gibbs Theatre Co. and No Shells by Jackie Boatwright
Entertainment. She is a member and judge for the Suzi Bass
Awards. She is a drama instructor, choral and praise team
member, and an R&B singer.
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Art Takes Cente‘ -s

In a place where intellectual curiosity and creative freedom \#E
are revered, the National Black Theatre Festival brings a EE.

new level of artistic exploration to Winston-Salem. Since w'"s“’"
1989, NBTF has been a bright beacon for avant-garde and ﬁ L-"'"—

awe-inspiring performances. Our congratulations and
appreciation to the NBTF for calling Winston-Salem home. LEARN MORE

Pick up your complimentary destination guide and hotel information at:

Visit Winston-Salem Visitor Center - 200 Brookstown Ave - Winston-Salem
Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m.~5 p.m. - Saturday 10 a.m.—4 p.m. - Closed Sunday




WHO'S WHO

Lateefa Mosley (Executive-Producer) is known for Georgia’s
Most Talented Kids and Monologue City. She received

an Associate’s Degree in Theatre Arts from Northampton
Community College in Allentown, PA, and a Bachelor’s and
Master’s in Business Entertainment from Georgia State. Her
motto is “Dream, Believe and Achieve”.

Thomas Blake (Founder of Blake Vision Entertainment,
Executive Producer) has produced or directed nearly 1000
theatrical stage plays through Blake Vision Entertainment.

His film works include It’s Major (2019), MidLife (2018), Bad
Intentions (2016), The Gospel (2005), and over nine short films
and three documentaries. In 2008 Blake opened The Porter
Sanford III Performing Arts & Community Center as its
Technical Director. In 2012 he opened East Mountain Studios.
Blake is currently working on the Golden Years FlashBack series,
and he has three major films in the works.

Thandiwe “Thandi” DeShazor (Writer, Director, Co-Producer)
is an actor, writer, producer and director. You can find him on
AMC’s recurring series Lodge 49. He’s also appeared in Murder
Calls, Fatal Attraction, and Swamp Murders. His Atlanta theatre
credits include Angels in America and The Legend of Georgia
McBride. @thandiwethomas



Written and Directed by
Bill Barclay

Joseph Bologne: friend of Mozart,

mentor to Marie Antionette, and above all,
a true patriot of equality — an ideal that
shines through the fabric of his music.

Sunday, Oct 2 at 3:00 pm
Reynolds Auditorium

symp.ws/chevalier (T

Mendelssohn’s Muse
Andrew Grams Conductor
September 17 & 18
symp.ws/grams

Still Points & Turning Worlds

Awadagin Pratt returns for Jessie
Montgomery’s ground-breaking
Rounds for Piano and Orchestra
October 8 &9 symp.ws/pratt

Concerto (R)evolution
Music of Florence Price,
Haydn, and Bartok

November 12 &13
symp.ws/price

wssymphony.org
WINSTON SALEM SYMPHONY (336) 464.0145
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Larry Leon Hamlin
"Mr. Marvtastic”

Russe

Funeral Home“

“Modern, Efficient and Sympathetic Servch_

336.722.3459

822 Carl Russell Avenue’ |
Winston Salem, NC 20101

Sylvia Sprinkle Hamlin

www.RussellFuneralServu:e.éor L "Mrs. Martastic"
: T LW e




HOLY GROUND

THE NATIONAL
BLACK THEATRE
FESTIVAL
ANTHOLOGY

Includes three full
length plays produced
at the Festival and 17
monologues and scenes
selected from each year
of the Festival.

The National Black Theatre
Festival Anthology

THE NORTH CAROLINA

BLACK

REPERTORY COMPANY

ID. Dinwiddie
Maya Angelou

Edited by Michae

Witha Manifesto by
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Call 212-609-5900

TO O RD ER Visit the TCG online bookstore

at https://shop.aer.io/tcg.

The publication of THOMAS S

KENAN

Holy Ground: The National Black INSTITUIE

FOR THE

Theatre Festival Anthology,
is made possible with support by: ART

Published by: @mm
Communications
Group




Eric J. Sadler, DDS
& Associates

DENTIS“Tj
DR. ERIC ).
SADLER

DR. DAVID
PLUMMER

Www.SADLERSMILES.com

OUR OFFICE PROVIDES
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

CLEANINGS - WHITENING
CROWNS & BRIDGES

DENTAL IMPLANTS < FILLINGS
PARTIAL & COMPLETE DENTURES

ROOT CANALS 3¢ invisalign®
WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE

WELCOME
NEW
PATIENTS

(336) 744-1300

3801 INDIANA AVENUE
WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27105

(336) 272-0132

1037 HOMELAND AVE
GREENSBORO, NC 27405



N Thﬁ

. intem jonal™

R

“1»

I.ARRY Mc(RAY ALEX BUGNON MARION MEADOWS

W ™

,’ ) \‘\ § ,, L] \ 2 i{ "t ; .
JESSY J POOGIE BELL MARLOW ROSADO

BY THE LAKE IN
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HIGH POINT NC

“Southeastern 85 HigH PoINTS
ot nd g i widd UNIVERSITY




WELLS
FARGO

Applauding passion in
every performance

Theatre is important in the community. It teaches us about diverse people,
places, and ideas. Bravo to the directors, cast, and crew who show us the
world in new ways.

Let’s join together in celebrating the National Black Theatre Festival.

Together we'll go far

wellsfargo.com

© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. ITHA-24755



FESTIVAL



WE WELCOME
YOU TO

DOWN
TOWN

WINSTON-SALEM

occupied
housing
units

businesses entertainment &
in the core dining venues
of downtown

i‘l“l 1

shops & galleries

daily
employees

proud to be home to
hundreds of festivals and
w B © #DTWS  special events

B [

PARTNERSHIP




THE NORTH CAROLINA

BLACK

REPERTORY COMPANY

THE

MARVTASTIC

SOCIETY

The late founder and artistic director, Larry
Leon Hamlin (“Mr. Marvtastic”) and his wife,
Sylvia Sprinkle-Hamlin, founded the Marvtastic
Society in 2003. Members are part of the inner
circle of friends who support Hamlin’s dream
and vision of sustaining Black theatre globally.

We invite you to join this group of dynamic

individuals and help to assure the success of

the Repertory Company and its National Black
Theatre Festival.

ncblackrep.org




Art is what makes our
community vibrant.

Just what you need.

At Truliant, we believe the arts reflect the hopes and
dreams of a vibrant community, and we are proud to
support the National Black Theatre Festival.

A
Federal Credit Union

N2
TRULIANT

Truliant.org

Federally insured by NCUA




Winston-Salem State University

WM the National Black Theatre Festival.

Working Together
for Our Community:.

Novant Health is a proud sponsor of the National Black Theatre Festival produced by the
North Carolina Black Repertory Company.

Collaborations like this make a remarkable impact on the lives of those around us. With team
members as diverse as the world around us, you can rest assured our medical care and
outreach programs are tailored to what’s most important: You. It’s our approach to doing
what’s best for our community, and it’s just another way we’re making healthcare remarkable.

Enjoy the festival!

B NOVANT"
NovantHealth.org m HEALTH

© Novant Health, Inc. 2022
7/22 - GWS-1106684




Atrium Health and Wake Forest University School of Medicine

are proud to support the

National Black Theatre Festival

in Winston-Salem where innovation and the arts come together For ALL.

D . Wake Forest Universit
¥%) Atrium Health School of Medicine

Wake Forest Uni ity School of icine is the ic core of Atrium Health.




Qeaf od Cafe

Offering The
Best Seafood in
The Piedmont Triad!

(336) 748-0795

108 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr//
Winston Salem, NC 27101

SCAN HERE |
_ORDER NOW
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AUTOMOTIVE COMPANIES
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ELITE HEALTHCARE GROUP

‘ ‘ Elite Healthcare Group

understands that
investing into the
community is an open
door to empowerment for
individuals that
ultimately builds
stronger families.

Through our services,
our clients are able to
become assets to their
communities.

ANDREW DINKINS, CEO

Now Accepting

) /
Az Gl Specialized Services for Children

with Autism Spectrum Disorder

336-579-3560 Using Applied Behavior Analysis and Conceptual
Analysis, we use scientific strategy to determine the best
336-579-3561 solution to assist children with creating new behaviors

and skills.

615 COLISEUM DRIVE

WINSTON SALEM, NC 27106
Solutions We Provide:

www.elitehealthcaregroup.org

Autism Social Skills- Behavioral Problems
Self-Management . Challenging Behaviors . Appropriate
Play Skills . Academic Skills . Diagnostic Evaluation

@EliteHealthcareGroup

@EliteHealthcareGroup

@EHG_NC /—\

: ﬂ””q Come & visit our new resource space - designed to cater to the entire family!
Family Center




WELCOME
2022

Patrons

‘Magberry

216 W 4th St. - Downtown
336-842-3752

Great Sandwiches & Premium Ice Cream!




TAKES CENTER
STAGE.

THE NATIONAL BLACK THEATRE FESTIVAL AND OUR
REVITALIZATION PROJECTS HAVE A LOT IN COMMON.

How much difference can targeted investments make in
Winston-Salem and Forsyth County? Take a look around.
The Millennium Fund has invested millions in private sector
funds to provide a catalyst for new jobs, new construction,

downtown revitalization and a growing arts community.

\V4

N

Winston ff Salem

MILYENNIUMFUND

Revitalizing Our City * Shaping Our Future ¢ Bringing Us Together
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'ﬁJ The City of Winston-Salem salutes
the 2022 National Black Theatre Festival.

WinstonSalem




