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You may have noticed a proliferation of cowboy boots and bolo ties lately (and bootcut
jeans, thanks Kendrick!), but the Wild West vibes are not just for your closets. While
2024 was dubbed the “Year of Yeehaw,” it seems we haven’t reached peak cowboy yet.
Beyoncé’s Grammy-winning Cowboy Carter album, the pervasive popularity of Western

melodrama Yellowstone, and the virality of Netflix’s Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders

https://www.vogue.com/article/cowboy-travel-trend 2/32



4/4/26, 4:46 AM The Cowboy Trend Is Coming for Travel—Here Are the Best Places to Experience It | Vogue

Your All-Access Pass to Vogue DOWNLOAD NOW

VOGLE A=

The bar at Lone Mountain Ranch. Photo: Courtesy of Lone Mountain Ranch
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Stay here: Lone Mountain Ranch is equal parts rustic and chic. Spread across 150 scenic
acres, the all-inclusive dude ranch consists of 25 restored historical cabins. While these
range in size from one to six bedrooms, they all have a wood stove or original stone
fireplace, clawfoot tubs, and a record player, vinyls, and lovingly dog-eared books. The
highlight for many is the James Beard-nominated Horn and Cantle Saloon, which
features cowboy-themed art, Native American textiles, and a giant bison head that
oversees the farm-to-table meals (their elk meatballs and cedar plank smoked mushrooms

with local goat cheese are a must).
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Customize the Cowboy Hat ol Your Dreams in Colorado
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Crossbow Leather and Hats in Telluride, Colorado. Photo: Sophie-Claire Hoeller

Cowboy lore abounds in Telluride, Colorado, a former mining town where Butch Cassidy
once robbed a bank. Whether you have a heist planned or not, head to Crossbow Leather
and Hats, where you'll find upscale Western wear, from fringe to flannel, as well as
handmade leather goods and custom belts that you can personalize on-site. The best part
of this local-founded, women-run shop is no doubt the custom cowboy hats. Choose
from a range of shapes, sizes, materials, and colors, as well as countless pins, hat bands,

and designs you can have branded into them.

Stay here: Dunton Townhouse, run by the same people behind the famous Dunton Hot
Springs, is a snug five-room bed and breakfast (yes, inside a townhouse) in the heart of
Telluride. Inspired by the many immigrants who left Tyrol and found work in Colorado’s

mines in the 1880s, as well as the owner’s heritage, it has a cozy but minimalist alpine
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Photo: Courtesy of Rusty Parrot
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Million Dollar Cowboy Bar in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, is the epitome ot a Wild West
watering hole. After you've taken photos of its iconic neon cowboy sign, sidle up to the
bar and hop onto a saddle-turned-stool under the watchful eyes of a range of taxidermied
creatures (don’t worry, they've seen it all—the bar opened in 1937 and boasts the first
liquor license after Prohibition) to knock back one of over 30 whiskeys on the menu.
When you've imbibed enough liquid courage, give two-steppin’ a whirl on the dance floor

—Ilive country music acts take place almost nightly.

Stay here: From its collection of Western art and library stacked with Western novels and
worn leather boots to its antler décor, cowboy-shaped bedside lamps, and Western-

themed turndown poems, the family-owned and operated Rusty Parrot Lodge & Spa is a

beloved local gem (it’s also won a slew of awards). It recently reopened after a devastating
fire, and now features a world-class spa, 40 modern rooms, and an on-site restaurant with

a chef who trained at il Buco.

Experience the Birthplace of Cowboy Core in Texas
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The Cowtown Coliseum in Fort Worth, Texas. Photo: Courtesy of Fort Worth Stockyards

Some say the Fort Worth Stockyards are the birthplace of Cowboy Core. Once known as
“the Wall Street of the West,” they were established in 1849 as the last “civilized” outpost
for cowboys driving cattle to market along the famous Chisholm Trail livestock route.
Business boomed, and it became the largest livestock-trading center in the Southwest.
Today, after a full reno, it heaves with cowboy swagger once more. It's now home to the
world’s only year-round rodeo at the Cowtown Coliseum, which is where the world’s first
indoor rodeo took place in 1918; Billy Bob’s Texas, allegedly the world’s largest honky
tonk; and twice-daily cattle drives. There’s also the Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame, the John

Wayne Birthplace & Museum, inventive restaurants, luxury hotels, and one-of-a-kind

boutiques (design a custom pair of boots at the first Lucchese Custom Collection store).
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Amangiri at night.  Photo: Courtesy of Aman Resorts

Cowboying is arguably a lonely life, marked by days and weeks spent alone in the saddle,
sleeping in the wild. But the romance of nights spent under the stars and sunrise greeted
with a coffee brewed over a fire persists. Much like sailors, cowboys used stars to guide
them across vast open spaces. The chuckwagon cook’s last task of the day was to locate the
north star and point his wagon towards it: that way everyone knew which way to head in

the morning.
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Paniolo Night at Kona Village, A Rosewood Resort.  Photo: Brooklyn Hawaii / Courtesy of Rosewood

Venture even further west for a different take on cowboys. While better known for hula-
dancing and surfing, Hawaii has a legacy of ranching that dates back to 1793, when a
herd of longhorn was gifted to its king by a British captain. When the herd grew
unmanageable, Mexican-Spanish vagueros (cowboys) were brought in from California to
teach locals how to rope and herd cattle. They were named “Paniolo”—believed to come
from the word “Espanol.” To this day, Paniolo practices—a blend of Western cowboy
culture with Hawaiian traditions—remains strong. Across the islands, find working
ranches, horseback riding tours, and rodeos, like the Makawao Rodeo, Hawaii’s largest.
I¢’s held annually over the Fourth of July weekend in Makawao, a historic Paniolo town
filled with cowboy-themed shops and galleries. In Waimea, the Parker Ranch Rodeo and
Paniolo Preservation Society works to protect Paniolo culture with rodeos and races on

one of the largest and oldest ranches in the U.S. (over 130,000 acres, founded in 1847).

Stay here: Kona Village, A Rosewood Resort hosts an ongoing Paniolo Night, a culinary

event that celebrates Hawaii’s ranching heritage with live music and Kiawe (similar to
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Riding at Paws Up Montana. Photo: Stuart Thurlkill
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The uber-luxe Paws Up Montana ranch has an annual “Cowgirl University” of sorts—and
this year, the all-inclusive three-day event is happening April 24 to 27. Take the reins to
learn horsewomanship and ranch skills such as roping and cattle driving on scenic trail
rides and in workshops. At night, relive the day’s adventures around a campfire

accompanied by gourmet meals before retreating to your luxury cabin.

Stay here: Paws Up Montana is a dreamy 37,000-acre ranch alongside the Blackfoot River
that has an endless list of activities befitting of cowboys and girls. Guests can join
seasoned ranch hands in driving 800-pound Corriente cows into picturesque pastures;
learn the art of horse whispering at the equestrian center; enjoy 100 miles of designated
horseback riding trails; or participate in wilderness workshops to learn fire making,
shelter building, animal tracking, and more. Afterwards, they can unwind in their private
cabins or glamping tents or enjoy the on-site spa, fitness center, and many restaurants—

including one helmed by a James Beard-nominated chef.

See Real-Life Cowboys at the World's Largest Outdoor
Rodeo in Wyoming
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Members of the Cheyenne Frontier Days Dandies. Photo: Getty Images

With a tagline of “Kickin’ up dust since 1897!” you know you're in for a wild ride. Like a
state fair with an Old West theme, the multi-day, mid-July Cheyenne Frontier Days
features a professional rodeo with events like bull riding, barrel racing, and bronc riding,
as well as chuckwagon cookofls, carnival rides, and live music (last year’s lineup included
Shaboozey, T-Pain, Ludacris, and Lainey Wilson). Aside from “The Daddy of ’Em All”
rodeo, Cheyenne, the capital of the Cowboy State, is an up-and-coming destination for
Wild West-loving travelers, often dubbed “the Nashville of the West” thanks to its vibrant

music scene, innovative breweries, and many Instagram-worthy photo-ops.

Stay here: Sprawled across 80 acres of Wyoming prairie and with an outdoor pool, a nine-
hole golf course, and two on-site restaurants, Little America Cheyenne, a local icon since

opening in 1952, might be the most luxurious game in town.
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